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4          2nd Grade InView testing window begins 

5          CASL Cohort 5 @ LESA 

7          CASL Cohort 6 @ LESA 

8          MRA Conference  

12        Testing Coordinator Mtg (1:00 PDC) 

13        Elementary Principals Networking @ LESA 

14        Curriculum Ad Staff 9:30-11:30 AM 

            DLT Meeting 4:30-6:00 PM 

15        2nd Grade InView testing window ends 

17       Happy St. Patrick’s Day  

19       Post-Secondary Advisory Com. (1:30 HS) 

            Optimist Youth Appreciation Night 6:30 PM 

21       Reading Support Mtg 12:30-3:30 PM 

25-29   Spring Break—NO SCHOOL  

M-Step 

3rd, 4th, 6th, 7th Grade  

 April 29 - May 24  

M-Step 

5th, 8th & 11th Grade  

April 8 - May 3 

PSAT / SAT 

  8th, 9th, 10th Grade 

April 9  

2nd Grade InView Testing  

March 4th - 15th 

1st  Grade CogAT Testing  

 April 8th - 11th 

Reading Recovery  

Meetings 

3/21, 4/25, 5/30 

12:30-3:30 PM @ HESSC 

Special Ed Conf. Rm. 

SRI  

3rd-11th Grade Spring window: 

May 1st—June 1st 
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by Dave Minsker & Steve Livingway 

Curriculum Spotlight 

 The HMS Peer-to-Peer Program has flourished this year under the direction of teacher Jenifer 

Henry.  The program currently has five sections of the class, which includes one hour facilitated by the 

Hartland Program Consultant and School Psychologist, Jill Leutze.  Last semester there were 34 students 

trained to be peer mentors.  This semester there are 70 trained peer mentors in this program (this number 

does not include the peer mentors in the E.B.C.E. program with teacher Peggy Storey).  Of the 70 peers, 

52 of them are newly trained, while 18 of 70 are repeating the class to gain more experiences working 

with students with challenges.  In addition, 56% of the Middle School teachers have had peer mentors in 

their classrooms at some point this year.  Peer mentors are trained about different disability areas and 

effective strategies to use, as well as the proper role of a peer mentor.  Peers are placed in multiple  

classrooms to act as peer mentors to students throughout the building.  The Peer-to-Peer Program  

follows all the state guidelines accepted by the State of Michigan in connection with START (Statewide 

Autism Resources and Training Project).  Jen has also worked with Jill Leutze and our County Peer-to-

Peer consultant, Lindsey Harr-Smith, to explain the program and the role of a peer mentor to our staff.  

We are proud of this program, and the impact it has on our students with special needs as well as our 

peer mentors themselves, as they grow tremendously throughout the program.   

K-12 Science Update  
by Dave Minsker  

 The K-12 science representatives are continuing their work of developing new curriculum around 
the new Michigan state standards and the Next Generation Science Standards.  They have been creating 
new assessments and working with their building teams to pilot new science units.  It is a lot of work but 
I have been impressed with the passion our teachers have shown to create a curriculum they will be 
proud of and one their students will be excited about.  Early returns to the pilots units show that students 
have been engaged and excited about the new way science is taught.  We will continue to pilot units and 
revise curriculum through next year, with full curriculum adoption to start the 2020-21 school year.  I 
want to thank everyone who has worked on this revision process. 
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*Hartland Middle School Classroom and 

Hallway Focus Posters for EAGLES.  

 In this edition of the Hartland Curriculum News, you will notice information regarding the 

work that our district is engaged in regarding Positive Behavioral Interventions & Support (PBIS).  

The Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports (MTSS) models for academic intervention are being 

shared with you on the following pages to help in the understanding that much of what we do 

on a daily basis is positive support for 80% of our students.  The reality is that 15%  of  

students need additional interventions and 5% need more intense interventions.  I want to point out 

that this work started two years ago with conversations between district counselors, psychologists, 

social workers, building administrators, and central office administrators.  The leadership that Dave 

Minsker and Sue Pearson have put into organizing these meetings and developing easy to reference 

resources guides is appreciated.  In the near future, the team will share a social emotional learning 

MTSS model, which supports our PBIS work.  Once again, our children are in the hands of fantastic  

professionals who continue to create the best possible conditions for student success.   

  

 Regarding Social Emotional Learning and our work to provide opportunities for students to 

learn functional independence skills, I recently read an article called, “Re-imagining Social-

Emotional Learning:  Findings from a strategy-based approach” by Bailey, Stickle, Brion-

Meisels, and Jones in the Phi Delta Kappan  (Feb. 2019).  The author’s share that high quality 

SEL programing “can improve students’ academic, mental health, and behavioral outcomes, as well 

as classroom climate and teacher practices.”  Most importantly, the authors state that scripted  

programs are problematic with ensuring that they are delivered with fidelity and have high teacher 

buy-in.  They go on to state that the “failure to leverage the expertise of teachers who ultimately 

know their classroom best, and whose relationships, observations, and decisions are critical to 

providing effective and timely social-emotional support for students” derails the effort at building a 

culture of caring.  What I gathered from the article is that the Hartland School EAGLES program is 

a strategy focused approach to teaching students social emotional skills while allowing for staff 

members to be creative in modeling and delivering examples of what EAGLES characteristics look 

and feel like.  According to the author’s, this flexibility is essential for teachers to have the ability to 

most effectively respond to individual needs.  If you would like a copy of the article just let me 

know. 

 I am so proud to be working 

with the talented educators that 

work with our wonderful Hartland 

children.  Providing structure while 

modeling caring behaviors is a key 

ingredient in our formula for  

sustaining a positive school culture.  

This is what makes our district a 

“Premier School of Choice.”  

   ~ Chuck 
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Hartland Consolidated Schools 

Multi-Tiered System of Supports 

Kindergarten—6th Grade 
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Hartland Consolidated Schools 

Multi-Tiered System of Supports 

7th Grade—12th Grade 



by Annette Macfarlane 
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 This month the administration staff received a presentation from Josh Schu, the adult  
library coordinator from Cromaine Library.  Did you know that all Hartland teachers are eligible 
to receive a Cromaine Library card? With your Cromaine Library card, you can access a video 
streaming site called Kanopy that has over 55 pages of math-related videos.  Kanopy provides 
educator videos, benchmark videos for students, real-life application videos, etc. You can search 
for videos by subject area, grade level, instructional, or even by language. 

  

 Josh Schu also showed us how to access some amazing practice tests for the PSAT and 

SAT, and for the AP classes at the middle school and high school level.  Again, if you go 

through the Cromaine Library’s search engine on their website, it will be provided to you free of 

charge. On the website, you can access these materials in the Michigan Electronic Library by 

scrolling down to “Learning Express Library”, and creating an account with your school email 

address.  Once this is done, go back to “Home” and proceed to “Admissions/Test Preparation”. 

 I want to thank Katie Surzyn, Marina  
Evans, Cindy Drafta, and Matt Gutteridge for their 
classroom hospitality. I came into their math  
classes to talk about the importance of M-step and to 
go through the online sample questions. The  
students were very invested in learning about the 
online tips and what to be aware of when taking the 
M-step. The more exposure students have to the 
online tools and question setups, the less likely they 
are to miss a question based on design.  Consider  
exposing your students multiple times and 
spread it out over the next few months. 
Please email me if you would like me to 
come into your classroom to help with this. 
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by Monique Alberts 

 In addition to modeling mini-lessons, conferring, or small group 
work, below I have included other ideas/topics I would love to offer to  
anyone who is interested.  Please let me know how I can support you.  
 

Planning and delivering a mini-lesson in 15 minutes or less. 
 

Patterns of Power grammar lessons (1-6 grades) 
 

Component work 
 

Shared reading K-1 
 

Interactive writing K-1 
 

Read aloud with interactive talk K-8 
 

Read aloud with vocabulary/accountable talk K-6 
 

Writing about Reading 3-12 
 

Lifting the level of Conferring and Small Group work K-12 
 

Incorporating formative assessment into reading and writing K-12 

Happy March! 
 

 What a crazy last month we had...the 1 or 2 snow days would have been a nice surprise, 
but mother nature just went all out!  If you need any support getting back on track with your  
pacing guide, please don’t hesitate to ask.  I would be happy to map out a calendar plan with 
you. 

 
 When we were in school, February was a busy month for ELA.  I was able to attend a  
professional development that was put on by the state for the 4-5 Literacy Essentials.  I have  
attached a link below of the document and the website that the state literacy team has created. 
It really is great work, and also aligned to Hartland’s beliefs and values in best practice for  
reading and writing.  They have the 6-12 Literacy Essentials in the works, so hopefully those 
will be released soon. 
 

               https://literacyessentials.org/  
 

For many of us, March is a signal to begin test prepping for M-Step.  If you would like 
to plan a test prep unit as a grade level team, I would love to join you.  Also, please make sure 
you use the practice M-Step tests that are available on the MDE (Michigan Department of  
Education) website. 

https://literacyessentials.org/
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Literacy Tip #999,999,999 
 

 Organization is a key to success in ELA.  It often requires a 
lot of front loading, but pays off in the end.  Being organized  
within lessons helps your mini-lesson to run smoothly and stay 
within the 10-15 minute time frame.  Organization after each  
lesson helps for less work the following school year. One tip I have 
is to try to stay organized lesson by lesson inside a unit.  File  
folders for a unit that are organized lesson by lesson, can hold 
sticky notes, charts, small group work, and other materials for each  
lesson. 
 
 Organizing phonics materials for our Kindergarten and 1st 
grade teachers has been a big topic of conversation on the Units of 
Study Facebook group.  There are so many resources in these units 
to manage and keep track of, which makes being organized  
challenging. I recently saw this organization idea posted and  
wanted to share.  However you choose to organize your units, just 
know that all your hard work will pay off in the end! 

Off the Charts: 
 
 Making charts interactive and kid-centered is key to getting students to use 
them.  Here is a teacher who did just that! These charts have pictures of her students 
doing the work around the classroom.  Students can lift the strategy and see an  
example of a peer doing the work. How cool is that! 
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 The Hartland Technology Department has noticed an increase in teachers asking for last minute 
unblocking of websites that are needed for their classroom lessons.  We are not always available to do this 
and with M-STEP testing just around the corner, will be less available to assist with these last  
minute requests. We don’t want this to cause frustration in the classroom so we recommend that you test 
the websites that you want to use with your classes HERE at school ahead of time.  Sometimes we know  
websites are tested by teachers at home and then are intended to be used the next day with students. This 
can lead to a concerning situation where teachers are then asking for last minute unblocking of sites. 
 
 While a site may appear to be appropriate, the reason for it being blocked does not always result 
just from the content you see on the page.  Sites are often blocked because they have a history of  
distributing malware or viruses. If you discover a site is blocked that you wish to use in your class, please 
submit a technology work order and allow 48 hours for us to investigate and get back with you.  Some 
websites are complex in how they are built and  incorporate content from hidden sources. This makes the  
investigation of the site and potentially unblocking it sometimes difficult. 
 
 We will continue to do the best we can to provide a safe and secure browsing experience for all 
staff and students.  We appreciate your patience and planning ahead as we continue to do our jobs to  
provide you with safe resources for the district.    

TEST YOUR LESSON PLAN WEBSITES 

 We have been using our Lightspeed content filter since 2004 to help keep our students safe and 
our network secure and it has served us well.  However, in an effort to continue to provide the best  
Internet connectivity possible and online experience for our district, we are making some changes to the 
way we provide Internet services (increasing our bandwidth) and will be providing a different content  
filtering solution.  Our new solution is part of a collaborative effort with other county districts and  
therefore could not be installed when our Lightspeed service contract is up this March. We will be  
providing an alternative filtering solution for the next few months that will enable us to bridge the gap of 
service.   
 

 We will make every effort to minimize disruption with this new filtering solution and are working 
to incorporate our existing whitelist of approved sites.  However, there may be some growing pains, so as 
I stated above, please be even more vigilant beginning in March, to test your websites prior to needing 
them for your classroom lessons.  Should you find something is blocked that you need, you will just need 
to submit a technology work order and we will be happy to assist. 

NEW CONTENT FILTER COMING TO HARTLAND SCHOOLS 


